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e Date: December 10, 1969 
SUBJECT: Dominicen Involvement ia Terror 


PARTICIPANTS: Frei Edson Maria Brega, Supericr of Dominican 
Moasstery in Sée Paulo 


Joha BD. Biecken, Political Officer, American 
Consulate General, Sio Paulo 


PLACE: Dominican Monastery, Perdizes District, Séio Peulo 
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order was opposed to violence but would continue ite advocacy of social 


CR ene Ree ee 


The reporting officer hes known Frei Edson for approximately two years end 
has conversed with him et leagth several times during this period. | 
Frei Edson welcomes contacts with Congea officers end has alweys talked — 
freely about his attitudes and these of the Dominicans. Last December, for 


end thet clergymen would be involved ia activities which would result in their 
being jeiled. Frei Edson is « very '‘intense** man who is emotional by 
aature but who exercises much self-control so thet during coaverzations 
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turbulence within him. He effectively entered Church life at the age of 
seven when he started school and has never left this milieu. As e result 


aspects of the political process. He sees injustice, peverfy and misery and 

believes everyone should work directly to remedy these evils. His 
description of the involvene at of the Dominicans with the Marighels terrorist 
_ group and Marighela's death follows: ! 


l. Nature and Extent of Individual Involvement 





Seven seminarians, not ordained priests, had been errested and charged 
with being terrorists. The Dominiceus recognized their association with 
these young men, elthough one of them had separtted from the Order and 
nod bone shadying oh tae Ghtversity of Gao Date desing the peat yuor. 


They were young and immature. Moreover, they were act terrorists; they 
had become involved in giving senctuary, but were not part of the organizstion. 





3. Betrayal Denied 

The arrested Dominican seminerians had not betrayed Carlos Marighela. 
The trap had been set without their participstion. The bet rayel had been 
ln tearm 
gun battle. Allegedly she hed been Marighela's mistress. 
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i eeiainenabti din sii tities ana i 
violence by either the Goverament or by terrorist groups. The principal 
blame, however, must rest with the Government which initiated the process 
disobeying its own laws. eerie ek eee ee 
filed to abide by it. The police and military had 





oaly the Constitution, tut chun Gin Nach sighs to witeh efh Semen tebiee tere 
a right. 


It was not surprising that radical groups such as Marighela's could recruit 
young people into their ranks. The euthorities were perpetuating physical 
violence daily through arbitrary arrests and tortures against a much 
greater number of people than were harmed by the terrorists. 
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7. The Future 

They would contiaue to urge people to work for social and economic reforms 
and denounce injustice wherever they found it. 

8. COMMENT 


Frei Edson appeared thoroughly coaviaced thet the srrested seminarians were 
not “terrorists. ‘* en ee ees 


future friction with the GOB's security authorities. 
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